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records, and extracted therefrom some curious information,
I found that dacoity (that is to say, robbery \teth violence)
was generally brought home to the offender by means of the
so-called voluntary confessions of one or more of the band;
but the devices to which the police had recourse to procure
confession were often extremely ingenious if not particularly
humane.

They would fill the nose and ears with cayenne pepper ; stop
the circulation of the blood with tight ligaments; suspend
their victim head downwards in a well; and, in cases of great
obstinacy, immerse repeatedly in the water until insensibility
(but not death) was produced. These were a few of the feathers
from the wing of justice in dealing with criminals. A few
minor amenities were observed in dealing with women and
children, such as hanging them up by the hair or suspending
them by a cord tied to their thumbs.

In the old golden age, when it was usual for a police Darogah
to leave a handsome fortune to his heirs, there was no difficulty
about money. In a difficult case, where evidence was wanting
money would be well spent in suborning a witness or two*
" Ha !}t the magistrate would say, t{ the case is deficient in
evidence. Remanded for a fortnight." And as the police
officers were judged mainly by the success of their criminal
inquiries, and a man's promotion depended on his proving his
cases, it happened usually that at the end of a fortnight the
requisite evidence was forthcoming.

All we, brand-new military superintendents, set to work jtp

1>ring about a different state of things.   Full of zeal an4

destitute of experience, thinking more of drill and discipline,

than of detecting and punishing crime, we were very new brooms

indeed.   The old functionaries of police in the districts assigned

to us, disgusted at the wholesale changes, and hating the very

, inai&es of drill and uniform, for the most part resigned, while

;:?ithe police stations were hastily filled with batches of raw recruits,

^'orbymta from the old disbanded military battalions, who were

01 fitted for the intricate and complicated investigations of

crime among the acute criminals of Bengal,

:     Great also was the difference between the aspect of a magis-

, $rate on the bench, trying a case which had been directed by